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Figure 11.2    Elements of Troisi and Gabriel’s (2011) Experiment
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Dependent Variable: The number of relationship-oriented word fragments 
that people completed as relationship-related words.
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Now let’s consider the bottom word fragments. These fragments could not be completed as relationship-
oriented words. Why would the researchers include fragments that could not be completed as relationship-
related words? Doing so made it more difficult for participants to determine the purpose of the research.

Figure 11.2 presents a visual depiction of this experiment. As you can see, for a two-way research  
study, we can visualize it by “crossing” the conditions of the two independent variables. Thus, there are a 
total of four groups in this experiment. Each participant was randomly assigned either to eat chicken noodle 
soup or not to eat it. In addition, each participant considered chicken noodle soup to be a comfort food  
or not a comfort food. The mean score on the dependent variable will be within each of the four cells of  
this design.


